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Dangers of Centralization, 1863: Speech of Hon. Robert C. Hutchings, of New York, on the Governor s Annual
Message The House being in Committee of the Whole on. the annual Message of the Governor, Mr. Hutchings
obtained the floor, and said: Mr. Chairman - | solicit the attention of the members of the Committee to the views
which | desire to present, upon the Federal and State relations as treated of in the Message of his Excellency the
Governor. | solicit their respectful attention for the reason that | am aware that my views will not be in
consonance with those entertained by the Republican members, who constitute an equality of this house, and |
am not certain that they will receive the approval of all of my political colleagues. But however you may differ
with me, award me the credit of expressing views which are based upon the honest convictions of my judgment
and conscience. We have, as it has been expressed, passed the military, and we are now approaching the
intellectual epoch of the revolution. The time is near when men will be permitted to investigate its causes and to
present their opinions upon the policy of the administration without being charged with treason, and called by
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obedience to the mandates of the Constitution and laws, based upon the Constitution, by both the North and
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