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World Health Organization, Switzerland, 1999. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 249 x 178 mm. Language:
English Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Evaluates evidence for an increased risk of cancer in
women using combined oral contraceptives, progestogen-only hormonal contraceptives, post-menopausal
estrogen therapy, and post-menopausal estrogen-progestogen therapy. Although the carcinogenicity of these
preparations has been extensively investigated, the book stresses the many complex methodological issues that
must be considered when interpreting findings and weighing results. Evidence of an association between use of
these preparations and positive effects on health, including a reduced risk of some cancers, is also critically
assessed. The first and most extensive monograph evaluates evidence of an association between the use of
combined oral contraceptives and cancer at nine sites. Concerning breast cancer, the evaluation concludes
that, even if the association is causal, the excess risk for breast cancer associated with patterns of use that are
typical today is very small. Studies of predominantly high-dose preparations found an increased risk of
hepatocellular carcinoma in the absence of hepatitis viruses. Citing these findings, the evaluation concludes
that there is sufficient evidence in humans for the carcinogenicity of combined oral contraceptives. The
evaluation also found sufficient evidence for the carcinogenicity of some, but not all, combined preparations in
animals. Combined oral contraceptives were classified as carcinogenic to humans. The evaluation also cites
conclusive evidence that these agents have a protective effect against cancers of the ovary and endometrium.
Progestogen-only contraceptives are evaluated in the second monograph, which considers the association with
cancer at six sites. The evaluation found no evidence of an increased risk for breast cancer. Although the
evaluation found sufficient evidence in animals for the carcinogenicity of medroxyprogesterone acetate,
evidence for the carcinogenicity of progestogen-only contraceptives in humans was judged inadequate.
Progestogen-only contraceptives were classified as possibly carcinogenic...
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