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Society of Friends: For Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware, to Their Fellow-Citizens, on the Use of
Intoxicating Drinks We may be allowed, therefore, to call attention to a few statements of a general character,
which cannot fail to impress us all with the alarming extent which intemperance has reached, and the deep
hold it has gained upon the community. As compared with human slavery in our own country, - by which but
one-tenth of its population was thereby brought into bondage, and less than one-half its territory directly
affected, - the scourge of intemperance enters almost every town and hamlet in the land, and destroys not only
the bodies but the souls of men. In the late war our nation is said to have sacrificed more than a million of lives
and three billions of dollars. To support the liquor traffic, it is computed, from authentic sources, that the
people of the United States expend annually six hundred millions of dollars, and waste untold wealth besides by
the impoverishment of her citizens and the destruction of their health. Noah Davis, Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of New York, said, in a public speech lately delivered by him, That habits of intemperance are the chief
cause of crime is the testimony of all judges of large experience. It is established beyond argument, by official
statistics, by the experience of courts, and by the observations of enlightened philanthropists, that the
prevalence of intemperance in every country is the standard by which its crimes may be measured. The report
of the State Board of Charities for Massachusetts for 1869...
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